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Weygand and Admiral Darlan as his lieutenants, and a politi-
cian like Laval as its operational leader.
The prelude to the first of the Constitutional Laws was the
defeat of the Cissey cabinet in January 1875, and its enforced
carrying on because the President could find no alternative
government. The Republic of the Dukes put through the
Third Republic in its own death-throes, and the only real
sense of urgency carne from fear of deadlock and dissolution.
In July 1874 the principle of male suffrage for all at twenty-one
rather than twenty-five in municipal elections had been recog-
nized, so that central government, too, had now logically to
be based on the same electorate. This preliminary triumph was
largely due to the parliamentary skill of Gambetta.1 In Janu-
ary the Assembly began to debate the first two bills proposed
by its commission—tie Bills regulating the public powers and
the second chamber. The first definitive resolution came at the
end of the month in the form of the famous Wallon Amend-
ment, resolving that cThe President of the Republic is elected
by absolute majority vote of the Senate and the Chamber of
Deputies, meeting as the National Assembly. He is appointed
for seven years and is re-eligible'. It was passed by a majority
of one vote. But it contained in germ the whole later frame-
work: the reaffirmed Republic, the division into two chambers.,
and the definition of the Presidency. As in its earlier stages, the
Third Republic was growing like a stalactite, from the top
downwards.2
1	Cf.  D.  Halevy:   op. cit.,  p.   149  ff.; G. Hanotaux:   op.   cit.,
Vol. Ill, pp. 19-22; H. Stannard: Gambetta, p. 159.
2	There had already, before 1875, keen diverse draft proposals:
e.g. Thiers's proposal of May 1873, printed in Annexe 26 of his Notes
et Souvenirs; Broglie's proposal for a 'Grand Council' of May 1874,
which was much more elaborately Conservative than the scheme of
Thiers—given in full in A. Daniel: VAnnie Politique (1874), p. 165 f.,
and summarized in Duguit, Monnier and Bonnard: op, cit., p. cxxxvi,
or D. Halevy: op. cit., p. 133 f.
On the Wallon amendment see G. Hanotaux: op. cit., Vol. Ill,
p. 166 ff.; G. Chesnelong: op. cit., Chapter III; A. Bertrand: Les
Origines de la Troisieme Rtpubliqut> Chapter VIII, who calls it 'la
consecration legale et definitive de la Republique'.

